
MONTHLY REFLECTIONS

01 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY

A light shines in the darkness
In this first week of Advent, the church highlights the theme of hope. We remember that the “people who
walk in darkness will see a great light.” Good news at this time of long nights as we are reeling mentally,
physically, financially, emotionally from the coronavirus pandemic and find it hard to cope. But today is
also World AIDS Day, a time to remember another virus-borne pandemic that has killed more than 30
million worldwide, calling to mind the inspiring way our world can come together at its best to respond to
terrible diseases. Pray for an increase in hope and healing today.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 (176 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120120.cfm> ).
“There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain."

02 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
Martyrs in our time
Forty years ago today, four American churchwomen were murdered and dumped in a shallow grave in a
cow pasture in Santiago Nonualco, El Salvador. Maryknoll sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, Ursuline
sister Dorothy Kazel, and lay missioner Jean Donovan were victims of the country’s civil war, killed by
members of the Salvadoran National Guard. The women knew they faced danger and yet they could not
leave the people. Jean Donovan wrote in a letter two weeks before her death: “Several times I have
decided to leave El Salvador. I almost could, except for the children, the poor bruised victims of this
insanity.” Inspired by the life and martyrdom of Archbishop Saint Oscar Romero, all four women shared a
commitment to the church’s “preferential option for the poor.” Ita, Maura, Dorothy, and Jean—you walk
with us still and we remember.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 (177 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120220.cfm> ).
“Jesus summoned his disciples and said, ‘My heart is moved with pity for the crowd, for they . . . have
nothing to eat.’ ”

03 Dec 2020
MEMORIAL OF FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST
Gain from apparent loss
While focus is often on Francis’ youthful fervor, which sparked his missionary adventures in Asia, less
emphasis falls on his maturation. In Japan, he learned to appreciate local culture, connecting it with the
gospel. While ocean travel in the 16th century was perilous, long separation from Ignatius of Loyola may
have been an even greater suffering. Francis was one of Ignatius’ first companions at the founding of the
Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits, as they are commonly known. And imagine Francis’ disappointment
when he couldn’t reach his ultimate dream destination: China. Have you ever had a “dream deferred,” an
unrealized goal? What have you learned from the apparent failure that you might not have learned from
success?

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 (178 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120320.cfm> ).
"The house . . . did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock."

04 Dec 2020
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MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF DAMASCUS, PRIEST, RELIGIOUS, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
An iconic witness
History takes some strange turns. John Damascene is considered one of the great fathers of the Eastern
Church, known today for its beautiful iconographic representations of the communion of saints. Yet back
in the seventh century, John had to defend the use of icons against a movement in the East to ban them.
And who protected him from being arrested by his powerful opponents? The Muslim caliph of Damascus
under whose rule John lived and served administratively. Beneath the twists of history, search for the
hidden story of salvation, unfolding through the centuries and before our eyes in these iconic times as
well.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 29:17-24; Matthew 9:27-31 (179 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120420.cfm> ).
“Then he touched their eyes and said, ‘Let it be done for you according to your faith.’ And their eyes were
opened.”

05 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
Pay it forward
Why is it that the season of Lent seems to get all the instructions of what to do—prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving—but with Advent, we have no handy summary about what to actually do during the season—
besides wait? Sure, we have our creches and wreaths, maybe even a Jesse tree or, better yet, an Advent
calendar with chocolate hidden behind each door. While all these customs are good, how can we
“effect”—that is, bring about—the new life we so eagerly await? The world may have an answer for us.
Today marks International Volunteer Day. How can you put into action on behalf of others your faith and
expectation of new life in God?

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 (180 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/1205
20.cfm> ).
“Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you have received; without
cost you are to give.”

06 Dec 2020
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Begin at the end
Beginnings are really the Act II of endings. That’s why we hear so much Apocalypse in the early Advent
readings. Something has to give way for the new thing to arrive. In order to move into the new house, you
have to leave the old one. That goes for the life of the world to come, as well. So when John the Baptist
summons us to prepare the Lord’s way, he simultaneously obliges us to repent our former way. Consider
what obstacles need to “pass away” to “make straight” the path of the Christ child’s arrival into your heart.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 (5 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm>
).
“The heavens will pass away with a mighty roar, and the Earth and everything done on it will be found
out.”

Sunday Spanish Translation

SEGUNDO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
Comenzar por el final
Los comienzos son en realidad el segundo acto de los finales. Por eso escuchamos tanto Apocalipsis en
las primeras lecturas de Adviento. Algo tiene que ceder para que llegue lo nuevo. Para mudarse a la
nueva casa, hay que dejar la anterior. Eso va para la vida del mundo por venir, también. Así que cuando
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Juan el Bautista nos convoca para preparar el camino del Señor, al mismo tiempo nos obliga a
arrepentirnos de nuestro rumbo anterior. Considera qué obstáculos deben "morir" para "enderezar" el
camino de la llegada del niño Jesús a tu corazón.

Lecturas del día: 
Isaías 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pedro 3:8-14; Marcos 1:1-8 (5 <https://bible.usccb.org/es/bible/lecturas/120620.
cfm> ).
“Los cielos desaparecerán con un poderoso rugido, y la Tierra y todo lo que se haga en ella se
descubrirá.”

07 Dec 2020
MEMORIAL OF AMBROSE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
To the moon and beyond
You think you’re busy? Ambrose, one of the four first doctors of the church, challenged emperors and
combated heresies. He converted Saint Augustine and championed celibacy. He was a prolific theologian
and contributed to the music of the church. He was so admired he was made a bishop by popular
acclaim. Ambrose did a lot of different things—who of us could keep up?—but he had one vision that we
can all get behind: that the church rise “like a growing moon” above fleeting worldliness.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke 5:17-26 (181 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120720.cfm> ).
“We have seen incredible things today.”

08 Dec 2020
SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (PATRONAL FEAST
DAY OF THE USA)
Original grace
The Immaculate Conception is so key to Catholic consciousness, it’s hard to believe it hasn’t been around
forever. The teaching—that Mary was born without original sin—was in fact opposed by scholarly saints
like Anselm, Aquinas, Bernard, and Bonaventure. They insisted that, because sin entered the world
through Adam and Eve, Mary would need salvation as much as the rest of us. But the Council of Trent
concluded that Mary had been spared, and popular piety began to revere her Immaculate Conception.
The significance? Perhaps, as theologian Elizabeth Johnson eloquently points out, it’s that “grace is more
original than sin.”

Today's readings: 
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 (689 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/reading
s/120820.cfm> ).
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”

09 Dec 2020
MEMORIAL OF JUAN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN
Celebrate the messenger of love
Born in 1474 near modern-day Mexico City, Saint Juan Diego was named Cuauhtlatoatzin (Talking Eagle)
and according to tradition lived among his Chichimeca people until the conquest of Mexico in 1521. At the
age of 50, Juan Diego was baptized by Franciscan missionaries and began attending daily Mass. While
he walked to Mass on December 9, 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared to him with a special request. So
begins the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose feast we celebrate in three days. Today, we honor
Juan Diego, the first indigenous saint of the Americas, canonized in 2002, who spent the rest of his life as
a prayerful hermit tending the first shrine built to Guadalupe. On this Advent day, we pray for the grace to
imitate his humility, trust, and faithfulness.
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Today's readings: 
Isaiah 40:25-31; Matthew 11:28-30 (183 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120920.cfm> ).
“They that hope in the LORD will . . . soar as with eagles’ wings.”

10 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
Walk the simple but elusive path to peace
As Christians await the Prince of Peace, today the world celebrates this year’s Nobel Peace Prize
awardee—the U.N. World Food Program—for their heroic efforts in war-torn lands in the midst of the
pandemic. Human beings are prone to conflict, but the craving for peace and reconciliation runs deep
across cultures and faiths. The perennial question is how to achieve it. Here’s a simple but profound
answer that has been put forth by the Catholic Campaign for Human Development for decades: “If you
want peace, work for justice.” Ask yourself what step toward justice you can take today.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15 (184 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121020.cfm> ).
“Among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist.”

11 Dec 2020
MEMORIAL OF DAMASUS I, POPE
Stormy weather
If we think we’ve got it tough—juggling the gift list, social schedule, family feuds, and ailing bank account
—consider Damasus. He embodied the truism that faith is more a compass than an insurance policy.
When he was elected pope, another faction chose someone else. What followed were violent battles,
scandals, accusations, heresies, and troubled relations with the Eastern Church. While we might sing
carols about the Prince of Peace, the hard reality of human life has, since the Incarnation, also involved
moments of hurricane-force wind. Today, let’s welcome whatever problem we’re reluctant to engage,
knowing it might be our teacher.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 (185 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121120.cfm> ).
“If you would hearken to my commandments, your prosperity would be like a river.”

12 Dec 2020
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
Celebrate the feast!
The apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Mexico City’s Tepeyac Hill in 1531 was a game changer.
Images of the Virgin had typically carried a distinctly European flavor. The Virgin of Guadalupe, however,
had indigenous features. She would become the first Mestiza image, for a people who comprise the
racially and culturally diverse population of modern-day Mexico. Under her spiritual care and influence, a
variety of peoples could unite at least in spirituality. For Mexican Americans, and Latinos everywhere, la
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe is among the biggest religious celebrations of the year. Join the
fiesta.

Today's readings: 
Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 (690A <https://bib
le.usccb.org/bible/readings/121220.cfm> ).
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”

13 Dec 2020
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Discern the spirit
Often we get an intuition, a burning in the heart that feels motivating. It may tell us to speak up or shut up;
to reach out or keep our hands off a situation; to admit we need help or to stop leaning on others. Do we
obey the prompt, or ignore it? The problem with following what may be a divine nudge is that we can’t
always discern the Holy Spirit from a lesser kind. Discernment involves prayer, familiarity with scripture,
consultation with faithful others, and sometimes spiritual direction. Above all, it needs to be practiced.
Befriend the Spirit!

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 (8 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/rea
dings/121320.cfm> ).
“Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic utterances.”

Sunday Spanish Translation

TERCER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
Discernir el espíritu
A menudo tenemos una intuición, un ardor en el corazón que sentimos que nos motiva. Puede decirnos
que hablemos o que callemos; que extendamos o mantengamos las manos fuera de una situación; que
admitamos que necesitamos ayuda o que dejemos de apoyarnos en los demás. ¿Aceptamos el mensaje
o lo ignoramos? El problema de seguir lo que puede ser un impulso divino es que no siempre podemos
discernir el Espíritu Santo de uno menor. El discernimiento implica oración, conocimiento de las
escrituras, consulta con otros fieles, y a veces dirección espiritual. Sobre todo, necesita ser practicado.
Hazte amigo del Espíritu!

Lecturas del día: 
Isaías 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Tesalonicenses 5:16-24; Juan 1:6-8, 19-28 (8 <https://bible.usccb.org/es/bible/
lecturas/121320.cfm> ).
“No apagues al Espíritu. No desestimes las declaraciones proféticas.”

14 Dec 2020
MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Be a light in the darkness
We have so many options in our modern world that it’s easy to walk away from any organization or
community that we struggle with and simply join ones that are more agreeable to us. But what if
we stayed and worked to make them better instead? Saint John of the Cross did exactly that and
reformed his Carmelite order, despite imprisonment for his efforts. When you feel disillusioned with
institutions you love, be guided by John’s writing—considered among the greatest in all of Spanish
literature—about darkness leading to the light.

Today's readings: 
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21:23-27 (187 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121420.cfm>
).
“By what authority are you doing these things?”

15 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
The darkness before dawn
Two days ago we celebrated Gaudete Sunday with refrains of rejoicing. Two days from now, we’ll begin to
pray the O Antiphons—seven days to laud the fast-approaching Messiah. What to make of this in-
between time, when scripture shows Jesus chiding religious leaders and Old Testament prophets preach
fire and brimstone? “The day in which we now find ourselves is still night,” wrote Saint Augustine. But the
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promise of salvation is sure. “Keep your attention closely fixed on it, as you would on a lamp shining in a
dark place until the first streaks of dawn appear.”

Today's readings: 
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32 (188 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121520.cfm> ).
"Tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God."

16 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
Usher in a renewed Advent
This Advent season is so different from any other in our lifetimes, and the holidays may not allow for
worship in person with our faith communities or celebrations with beloved families. For many of us, this
brings sadness to these Advent days as we mourn the loss of familiar rituals. The poetic words of
theologian, educator, and civil rights leader Howard Thurman remind us that the work of Christmas is to
“find the lost, heal the broken, feed the hungry . . . rebuild the nations and bring peace among others.” Let
us pray for the grace to overcome any disappointment we feel and focus on feeding the hungry, having
compassion for the broken, and rebuilding the relationships around us. In such practices, we will find
Advent hope and peace.

Today's readings: 
Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Luke 7:18b-23 (189 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121620.cfm> ).
“The poor have the good news proclaimed to them.”

17 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O WISDOM)
Heavenly sounds
Today is the first of the O Antiphons, an Advent tradition from the seventh century whereby for a week the
church’s evening prayer salutes the coming Messiah by different names each evening. Tonight
monasteries, parishes, and ordinary Christians will sing or recite “O Sapientia” (Wisdom). Reading about
the loveliness of this prayer is no substitute for hearing it. Let the ethereal sound of this ancient tradition
uplift your prayer today. Here is “O Sapientia” sung by Dominican friars in Oxford, England. <https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6zaiZxJIpU&list=PLkHS-o_1xp-zc8U2vFS1YmtpTPmKYCcgw>

Today's readings: 
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121720.cfm> ).
“Thus the total number of generations from Abraham to David is fourteen generations.”

18 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O SACRED LORD)
A call to rescue and restore
The calamities that piled up in 2020 point surely to the longing of today’s O Antiphon. A wave of global
pandemic, quarantine, massive unemployment, fires, floods, and protest for racial justice crests,
resonating with the yearning for freedom. More than ever, we yearn for the Leader who will restore justice
and rescue us with mighty power. And at a time when more people are exiled from their homes than ever
before in human history, we commemorate Migrants Day with a plaintive call: Come, Lord Jesus to our
human mess. We need you as we have throughout the centuries.

Today's readings: 
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 (194 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121820.cfm> ).
“ O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, who gave him the
holy law on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free.”
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19 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O FLOWER OF JESSE’S STEM)
Creation is full of surprises
The image of “Jesse’s Stem” in today’s O Antiphon comes from the Book of Isaiah. Using the image of a
tree much like we use a family tree to trace our lineage, Isaiah traces the lineage of the kings of Judah
forward from Jesse, the father of King David, to the hoped-for Christ, the new king who might restore the
monarchy to its former greatness. But like the birth of John the Baptist, the actual coming of the Christ
would be a surprise, a new revelation of a heavenly Kingdom. Reflect on the various ways God has
surprised you in your life.

Today's readings: 
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 (195 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121920.cfm> ).
“O Flower of Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples.”

20 Dec 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (O KEY OF DAVID)
Unlocking every door
Those who have been incarcerated know exactly what it means to face a locked door. So do folks who
have been institutionalized with mental illness. But even those of us who have not been behind a literal
door may find ourselves living under a sentence of fear, bitterness, depression, or unforgiveness. We may
be locked out of relationships that are important to us because of resentment or past actions. Poverty is
often a prison that keeps opportunity and hope out, while also fostering despair within. O Jesus, Key of
David, unlock every door that keeps us from experiencing your freedom!

Today's readings: 
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 (11 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/rea
dings/122020.cfm> ).
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”

Sunday Spanish Translation

CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO (OH LLAVE DE DAVID)
Abrir todas las puertas
Los que han estado en prisión saben exactamente lo que significa enfrentarse a una puerta cerrada.
También lo saben los que han estado internados por enfermedades mentales. Pero incluso quienes no
hemos estado detrás de una puerta real, podemos vivir bajo una sentencia de miedo, amargura,
depresión o falta de perdón. Podemos estar excluidos de relaciones que son importantes para nosotros
debido a acciones pasadas. La pobreza es una prisión que mantiene fuera la oportunidad y la esperanza,
mientras alienta la desesperación interior. ¡Oh Jesús, Llave de David, abre cada puerta que nos impide
conocer tu libertad!

Lecturas del día: 
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Romanos 16:25-27; Lucas 1:26-38 (11 <https://bible.usccb.org/es/bibl
e/lecturas/122020.cfm> ).
“No temas, María, porque has sido honrada por Dios.”

21 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O RADIANT DAWN)
Just before dawn
They say it’s darkest just before the dawn, and today we’ve reached that moment on the darkest day of
what has been a very dark year. Our hope in the worst of circumstances reaches a crescendo in today’s
O Antiphon: “O Radiant Dawn,/splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:/come and shine on those who
dwell in darkness and in the/shadow of death.” We’ve reached the edge of a dramatic precipice in our
waiting. Have faith and get ready—daybreak is coming.
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Today's readings: 
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Luke 1:39-45 (197 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readin
gs/122120.cfm> ).
“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”

22 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KING OF ALL NATIONS)
The unexpected king is arriving
Today’s O Antiphon heralds the Messiah’s long-expected arrival as king. But clearly Jesus is not a typical
king—because God’s kingdom is not a typical earthly kingdom. Jesus will later proclaim, through the
Beatitudes, that the kingdom of God is the inverse of what we humans expect. “Blessed are the meek,” he
insists—and the poor, the persecuted, and those who mourn. In fact, according to Saint Matthew’s version
of the Final Judgment, Jesus will be the king wielding harsh judgment against all who’ve neglected the
“least of these.” How will you serve our expected-but-unexpected king today?

Today's readings: 
1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 (198 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122220.cfm> ).
“He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.”

23 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O EMMANUEL)
Do not doubt—God is with us
As we the church celebrate Evening Prayer—whether in monasteries or in our own homes, the domestic
church—tonight we pray or sing the seventh and final O Antiphon of Advent with these words: “O
Emmanuel, our king and giver of law, come to save us, Lord our God.” The name Emmanuel means God-
with-us. As the season of Advent longing comes to a close, in a world that is in need of God’s
compassionate and saving presence, let us pray tonight for eyes to see and hearts to embrace the
presence of God-with-us in the events and conversations of these holy holidays. Indeed, O come, O
come Emmanuel.

Today's readings: 
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66 (199 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122320.cfm> ).
“What, then, will this child be?”

24 Dec 2020
ADVENT WEEKDAY
More than a song and dance
For many Catholics of Mexican heritage, today is the final celebration of Las Posadas, nine days of
reenacting Mary and Joseph’s search for posada, shelter. Each day the ritual is the same: Participants
knock on doors, sing songs begging for shelter, while hosts respond with songs denying shelter, and
finally end with the glorious moment when the door is opened wide and the Holy Family is given shelter
for the night. The repetition drives home the desperation of the most famous migrant family and migrants
of all times and places, including our own. Can you take some action in support of migrants and refugees
this Christmas season?

Today's readings: 
Morning: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke 1:67-79 (200 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/12
2420.cfm> ).
“Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” 

25 Dec 2020
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SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS)
The Light shines upon us!
Today as we gaze upon a tiny infant born in difficult circumstances, we are also gazing upon a powerful
love that has transformed the world—and us. Fragility and strength, new life and enduring love—these
are not mutually exclusive. In the Incarnation, we encounter a God who has loved us since before the
creation of the world and who longs to draw close and bring us life. This life is not to be “spiritualized” but
to be incarnate in our whole life, including our places of pain and challenge. Saint Athanasius writes, “For
the Lord touched all parts of creation, and freed and undeceived them all from every deceit.” What is the
freedom that God has begun to unfold within you?

Today's readings: 
Vigil: Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25 (13 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/1
22520-vigil-mass.cfm> ); Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (14 <https://bible.usccb.org/bi
ble/readings/122520-mass-at-night.cfm> ); Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 (16 <http
s://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122520-day.cfm> ).
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a
light has shone.”

26 Dec 2020
FEAST OF STEPHEN, FIRST MARTYR
Don’t cloak your compassion
Even the greatest among us have their darkest moment. The great Saint Paul had such a moment before
his conversion, when he looked on approvingly and guarded the cloaks of those who stoned the church’s
first martyr, the young and courageous deacon Stephen. Saul of Tarsus, as Paul was known before his
conversion, no doubt was convinced that righteousness called for such a cruel and harsh death sentence.
Be on guard for misguided righteousness wherever it rears its head, especially when that head is on your
own shoulders. It rarely leads to compassion or mercy, God’s signposts. Saint Stephen, pray for us.

Today's readings: 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 (696 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122620.cfm> ).
“Stephen, filled with grace and power, was working great wonders and signs among the people. . . . They
threw him out of the city, and began to stone him.”

27 Dec 2020
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
The measure of success
Fruitfulness is a sign that we’re doing something right. Plant a seed, water it, give it light, and it brings
forth a shoot. Neglect it, and get nothing. We measure success in terms of fruitfulness: schooling
completed, jobs held, relationships that endure, children raised, financial security, years lived, virtues
practiced. God blessed Abram with wealth and years, but to that old man, the only true measure of
success was a child. By what standard do you evaluate your life’s worth? What’s required for you to say
in the end: “Lord, now you let your servant go in peace”?

Today's readings: 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40; or Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Hebrews 11:8, 11-12,
17-19; Luke 2:22-40 (17 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122720.cfm> ).
“But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being childless?’ ”

Sunday Spanish Translation

FIESTA DE LA SAGRADA FAMILIA DE JESÚS, MARÍA Y JOSÉ
La medida del éxito
La fecundidad es una señal de que estamos haciendo algo bien. Siembra una semilla, riégala, dale luz y
producirá un brote. Descuídala y no obtendrás nada. Medimos el éxito en términos de fecundidad:
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escolaridad completada, trabajos mantenidos, relaciones que perduran, niños criados, seguridad
financiera, años vividos, virtudes practicadas. Dios bendijo a Abraham con riqueza y años, pero para ese
anciano, la única medida verdadera del éxito era un hijo. ¿Con qué criterio juzgas el valor de tu vida?
¿Qué es lo que se requiere para que digas al final: "Señor, ahora deja que tu siervo se vaya en paz”?

Lecturas del día: 
Eclesiástico 3:2-6, 12-14; Colosenses 3:12-21; Lucas 2:22-40; o Génesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Hebreos 11:8,
11-12, 17-19; Lucas 2:22-40 (17 <https://bible.usccb.org/es/bible/lecturas/122720.cfm> ).
“Pero Abraham dijo: ‘Oh, Señor Dios, ¿de qué servirán tus dones si sigo sin tener hijos?’”

28 Dec 2020
FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS
Suffer little children
On the heels of the joyful celebration of the birth of our Savior, we remember the Holy Innocents—all the
baby boys who were murdered by Herod in his attempt to kill the child Jesus. Remember too all those
innocents who die today at the hands of their governments and who are victims of institutional and
structural violence. About the Holy Innocents, Matthew quotes Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah,
sobbing and loud lamentation; Rachel weeping for her children . . .” Console today’s mourning mothers by
fighting for children's rights and protections.

Today's readings: 
1 John 1:5—2:2; Matthew 2:13-18 (698 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122820.cfm> ).
"My children, I am writing this to you so that you may not commit sin."

29 Dec 2020
FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD; MEMORIAL OF THOMAS BECKET,
BISHOP, MARTYR
Choosing right vs. might
Thomas Becket found himself having to choose between an earthly king and Christ the King. The cleric
Thomas befriended England’s Henry II—leading Henry to appoint him chancellor. Later, when Henry
spotted a chance to wield power over church affairs, he named his friend the archbishop of Canterbury.
But Thomas would not go along with Henry’s plans. Repercussions followed, and in 1170 Thomas was
brutally murdered—in Canterbury Cathedral—by the king’s men. Though perhaps with less dramatic
outcomes, standing up for your convictions may cost you, too. Are you willing to pay the price?

Today's readings: 
1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 (202 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122920.cfm> ).
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many."

30 Dec 2020
SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
The party never ends
On this sixth day of the Octave, the Christmas celebration continues. Or it can—even if the culture around
us has moved on. Especially in pandemic days, you may feel challenged to find hope and joy in the
promise that God is with us. So celebrate by sharing that Divine Love, however you feel able to. Bake and
share cookies, make a call to someone you may have overlooked this busy season, write a note of
gratitude to someone who challenges you, or contribute to an organization that cares for mothers and
children in this season of the Holy Family. Take time in prayer to recollect and give thanks for any
awareness of God’s presence in recent days. Loving God, help me remember that Christmas is not a day
but rather a season that invites me to see you at work in my life every day.

Today's readings: 
 1 John 2:12-17; Luke 2:36-40 (203 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/123020.cfm> ).
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“And coming forward at that very time, [Anna] gave thanks to God and spoke about the child.”

31 Dec 2020
SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
The light still shines
We might well ring out a difficult year with the words of today’s psalmist: “Let the heavens be glad and the
Earth rejoice!” Rejoicing implies an expectation of better things to come, placing us firmly within the
Christian virtue of hope. Christians are hopeful for many reasons, starting with the fact that Jesus’s death
led to resurrection. The church teaches, too, that hope lies in building the kingdom of God on Earth, “as it
is in heaven.” Lift up your hopes for 2021 to God, and be ready to work for them with God’s grace.

Today's readings: 
1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18 (204 <https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/123120.cfm> ).
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
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